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COMMISSIOII BEGINS DEBATE OIq RECO!,IIIffiNDATIONS OF T!{INISTERIAL }METING ON -EREATIS$
OF EFFECTIVE UNITED NATIQNS CRII{E PREWNTION AND CRIT.IINAL JUSTICE PROGRAMA

VIEI{I{A, 21- Aprll (UI{ Inforaation Servlee) -- There was concern that the
freedom of thought that had guided the work of the Committee on Crine Preven-
tlolr and Control, which vas made up of experts, might be sacriflced for pollti-
cal expediency in the nes Commission nhlch was composed of goverrlnlent represen-
tatives, an expert of the former Committee told the Commission thls afternoon.

The Coumlttee, the expert from Sudan added, had sacrificed its ovn exist-
ence to alLov the new Conmission to be formed, motlvated by the hope that it
rould achieve something Bore tanglble. IIe was addressing the Co$nission as eon-
sideration began this afternoon of the reconmend.ations of the llinisterial Meet-
ing on the Creation of an Effective United flations Crlme Prevention and Criui-
nal Justlce Programme, held ht Versailles, Franee, from 2L to 23 }lovember 1991.

In an introductory statement, Eduardo Vetere, Chief of the Crime Prevention
and Crimlnal Justice Branch of the Uniced l{ations 0ffice at Vienna, emphasized
the strain of inadequate resources rmder shich the Branch had been l-abouring
to fulfll the maay denands pLaced on lt. "fire task of the Commission now is to
give greater content to the vision of Versallles of what the new Prograrnms
should achieve, and hoy", he paid"

Ihe Chairnan of the former Crine Prevention Conmittee, Dusan Cotic,
representlng his Governmenr (Yugoslavia) at the Comnlssion, outlined the work
the Committee had done and suggested that the Comraission focus attention on
implenentation of United Nations guidelines and norms adopted in the past and
assess thelr impact nithin domestic legislation and Jurisdlction.

The expert from Finland, a member of the former Committee, also expressed
hls opinlon on the future role of the Gomml-ssion.

Statements in the generaL discussion on impJ.ementation of. the recomuenda-
tions of the !{inisterial }Ieeting vere made by the representatives of Germany,
Itply, Franee, Austria, Japan China, and the United Kingdom. Ihe representative
of the United lilations fnterregional- Crire and Justiee Research Institute
(II$ICRI) also spoke.

Ihe Commission will meet again at 9.30 a.n. tomorros, 22 April, to eontinue
its general discussion,
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not been able influence the national delegations tovards a greater restraint
and selectlveness in producing resolutior:s with new mandates and requests for
additional actitlvies. He hoped the Comnission could exert a stronger infl-uence
over the ereation of nen instruments and mandates and generate the necessary
respo[se for practical action.

DIETER SCHAAD (Germanv) said it was time to make a fresh start ln properly
structuripg the future vork of the Comission. Inter-sessional uorking groups
should be encouraged to cut costs and al.lov for intensive discussions. By the
sane token, pre-sesslonal norking groups shouLd be avoided.

Ihe Coumlsslon should also focus on such prlority topics as international
crlme; organlzed crimel environmental crlme; aad soclal prevention of crlme,
esBecially ln urban areas. Because of the need to stress respect for human
rights in the area of crlninal Justice, the Crime Preventlon Branch should
lntenslfy its contacts rrlth the Connrission on Human Rights, he said.

ft vas absoluteLy imperative that the Secretarlat always be able to provlde
informatlon on the budgetary implications of particul-ar act.ivltles or new
actlons demanded by Menber States before an5r decisions were taken, he said. In
the past, a good estirate of costs had been provided too late or not at all,
It was also his understandlng that the restructuring of the Crime Preventlon
and Crininal Justice Programe had to be absorbed through redeplolimetrt of funds
vlthin the overalt budget of the United l{ations

Nev institutlonal struetures, including the upgrading of the Crime preven-
tlotr Braneh lnto a full-fledged division nlth commensurate staffing and re-
sources, shouLd not be declded on at the present session, he sald. The first
task shouLd be to gather lnformation and revlse the 1992-L997 medium-tern pJ.an
to reflect the changed status of the Programrne. 0n1y after a thorough study of
the revised medfum-tera plan should a deeislon be taken on new institutional
structures.
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GIOVANNI fAtC0NE (Itatv; said rhe Comsiission had the difficulr task
maklng the new Programme substantlal and concrete, vhiLe resources for
remalned llmited. At its first session, the Commission should concentrate

of
ir
on

defining the organlzationaL aspects of lts work and on the selectlon of pri-
orlty themes for eonerete action.

The Commisslon should set speclfic obJectives for each priority theme
chosen and adopt operatlonal proJects'for the achievement of those obJectives,
he eontlnued. It musE be indicated what each proJect entai}ed and the tlne lt
vould take to be lmplemented so that it eould be monitored. In ehoosiag prl-
orlty themese the Comission should take into aceount activitie* "uri.ntlybelng carrled out and inctude them lnto future plans of actlon, as necessary.

fhe Unlted l{ations standards and norms for criminal Justice and the model
treaties that had been developed over the years were of great value, he sald.But, in the future, the aim should be to enhance their usefulness vith techni-cal cooperatlon actiYities, rather than Baking additions or reflni4g exlstlng
ones. Operatlonal activities, such as exchange of experiences, tegai advisory
services, infornative seminars, and preparation of practical manuals shoul_d be
undertaken. Ttre collectlon of crlme-reLated data shouLd also be stepped r;p.
The partlclpatlon of notr-governnentaL organlzations in the york of the Unit;d
Natlons ln crime prevention and crininal Justice should be eneouraged.
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0n priority ihe:nes, he suggested that organized crime and eeonomi.c crimebe tackled as a first priority since th.ose crimes affected the national insti-tutlons and soeial fabrie of countries in aLl regions of the world. Thosecrimes incl-uded drug and other i.l1egaI trafficking, money laundering, corrup*tlon and fraud" The united Nations could asslst in the flght agalnst such cri-minal activlty by contributing to the preparation of natilonal measures and toEhe norms of eooperat'i-on among nations. suit"ore forms of coordination shourdbe found with the united Nations rnternationaJ. Drug controi programme (uNDCp)i'n such fields as drug trafficking and ru"v"iirrg of money"

JEAN-lrtARrE DELARITE (Fr-ance) said the time had indeed eome ro move fromwords to deeds' The comnission must noove towards concrete act.ion in implement-ing the guidel-ines set out by the itlinisterial Meeti.ng. First of all, the com-mission must focus properly on the subject of delinquency. The internationalcommunlty must remain vigilant to ensure that the actlon envisaged, met therequirements o-f the growing complexity of crlme. rnere were types of delin_gueney and crirne rampant today that did not exist 10 years ago. scarce re-sources must be carefully alloeated to the imprementation of the action prog-ramme' Analysis of such phenomenon was also essential- for planning long-termaction' Among the new rorms of crime that needed greater analysis l/as the crimeof corruption and racketeering whieh *uu groring in his countiy, as in others.
The commission must also concentrate on practical inplementation of exist-ing united Nations guidelines and norms, h" contlnued. Technical assistaace,pilot projects, information exchange, t."irrirre and. other activities had to becarried out withj'n existing resourees. rt r*as therefore neeessary to develop apriority list so that t""orr""" could be arlocated in the most effici.entmanner' To be ldentified as a priority theme, 

"rry issue should be relevant eocriminal iustlce and should en3oy trre tnter""t or other uniEed Hations agen-cies' He also supported action that nould increase cooperation and coordinationbetneen police and justice services of Flember States.
on technicar cooperation, he said that intergoverrx,ental and l,on-govern*rnental organizations and interregional institutes must be invorved in unitedI{ations activities for maximum effect. He also supported the carl for evalua-tion of activities and proJects in long_term planning.

Further' he believed that the commission should urge the Economic andsocial council to upgrade the crime Preventlon Branch into a division" Theunited Nations crime Prevention and criminal Justlce programme should also beconducted in cooperation vith other united tEutior" bodies 1o avoid duprication.systematic exchange of information should 
-be--ensured 

between those bodies toeliminate any dupli'cation or overlap. The idea of establishing a tectnic*i
:::li::":; .t"""11#f":r;l:"ru be pursued in a workine e,o,p ar rhe currenr

RTCHARD t'IoTAvA (Aus!ri,; said the comrnission should concentrate on practi-call"y oriented activities rather,than meretj organizatlonal or theoreticalissues' rt should become the focal point of it" urritud Nations systenn in the
;:i}j;-#Jji":i' kinds or organized and rransnarional crimes, parricularly

cooperation with other bodies of the united Nations systen., such as thecommlssion on Human Rights and the cornmission on Narcotic Drugs, should alsobe stressed' he said' it ,"u impossible to tackle effectively the problem ofdrug abuse control and drug-.J"a.a crlmes ,iirrorrt simurtaneousry taking intoaecount aspects of crime prevention and 
"ri*ir*r justice. The ,"""rra session of


