Dear Mr President of Eurojust
Dear Members of Eurojust
Dear Ambassador
Dear Authorities
Twenty Years ago, in the wake of the terrorist attacks at the Twins Towers, a “space for a structured investigative dialogue” was created at the heart of Europe. 
Thanks to this fundamental intuition, Eurojust has promoted common judicial strategies among the MS,  both in the  preliminary phase - through activities aimed at preventing conflicts of jurisdiction - and in the operational phase – setting up joint investigative teams in charge of the mission of contrasting transnational criminal activities. 
As highlighted by the Annual Report, thanks to Eurojust the transnational character of a crime is no longer an obstacle for national authorities to operate, but, on the contrary, it has become a new opportunity, for the exchange of information, for experimenting cooperation procedures and strengthening the judicial response.
The relevance of Eurojust in serving European judiciaries is undeniable.
As undeniable is also the fact that Eurojust has given a strong impulse to a culture of common judicial action in accordance with shared principles, always based on the primacy of the rule of law. 
Partnership – in all field of activity, including judicial action - is all the more essential at this historic juncture, which urges Europe to act with one voice, in the face of the conflict raging at the border of the European Union.  
The Ministers of Justice of EU Member States, together with the Commission, stressed this point during the last Council  held in Brussels on 4 March, vowing to enhance cooperation in combating the crimes committed in connection with the conflict in Ukraine by availing themselves of Eurojust’s framework. 
Therefore, the 20th anniversary of Eurojust is not only a time for celebration. It is above all an opportunity to  build new perspectives. 
A new Perspective for Eurojust has already been outlined in the new Regulation of 2018. The law for the implementation of this Regulation at the national level is currently under discussion in the Italian Parliament and we hope that it will be adopted very soon. 
This Draft Law entrusts the Government with the power of implementing the new regulation on Eurojust as well as to adjust the relationship between Eurojust and the European Public Prosecutor office in order to maximise synergies.
The setting up of Eurojust as an Agency is the first clear sign of its increased importance. Even more relevant is the power of initiative it has been granted alongside with its traditional coordinating function of national investigative initiatives. 
 This transformation will make even more effective the mechanism of mutual recognition of evidence in criminal matters, whose potential will be dramatically increased by the implementation of the Digital Justice Project promoted by the European Commission.
The opening up of the activities of the Eurojust  Agency  beyond European borders towards a cooperation with third countries  will receive a further and crucial boost  through  the organisational model outlined in the 2018 Regulation. 
The data relating to the activity of the Italian Desk, which were included in the Annual Report, are of great importance and, therefore, I would like to express my deepest appreciation and my sincere thanks to all the members of the Desk. I am sure that our Country will continue to give a relevant contribution also in the new challenging context that is in front of us.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION. 
